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sum, and therewith comfortably absolving themselves from all trouble and responsibility. But the results were not happy for the boys, who dragged themselves painfully along the icy roads in miserable remnants of boots, their feet half dead, and swollen with sores and chilblains. Out of sixty children, not ten walked without torture, and tnany of them would cry with rage as they limped along, each step being a painful effort; but with :he invincible physical pluck and moral cowardice of childhood, would hide their tears, for fear of ridicule Tom their companions.
Nevertheless, even to Balzac, who was peculiarly mfitted for it, life at the college had its pleasures. The food appears to have been good, and the liscipline at meals not very severe, as a regular ystem of exchange of helpings to suit the par-icular tastes of each boy went on all through linner, and caused endless amusement. Some one vho had received peas as his portion would prefer lessert, and the proposition " Un dessert pour des >ois " would pass from mouth to mouth till the >argain had been made. Other pleasures were the >et pigeons, the gardens, the sweets bought secretly .uring the walks, the permission to play cards and o have theatrical performances during the holi-ays, the military music, the games, and the slides lade in winter. Best of all, however, was the hop which opened in the class-room every Sunday uring playtime for the sale of boxes, tools, pigeons f all sorts, mass-books (for these there was not much